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MOVE TOWARDS 
GOVERNMENT 


33 


R. J. ELLICOTT, AUSTRALIA’S MINISTER FOR NORFOLK AFFAIRS, TELLS THE 
ASSEMBLY TO GET GOING ON PLANS FOR TE E ISLAND’S FUTURE 


OIL SEARCH TO BE URGED 

THERE MAY BE OIL ON NORFOLK’S CONTINENTAL SHELFf, AND AUSTRALIA 
WANTS TO ENCOURAGE OFFSHORE EXPLORATION IN THE 200-MILE ZONE 


A MINI-PORT FOR NORFOLK? 

AN OCEAN-GOING PATROL BOAT MAY BE STATIONED HERE TO POLICE THE 
WATERS. THE COMMONWEALTH WILL STUDY A POSSIBLE HARBOR OR DEEP MOORING. 


OURISM INQUIRY 

SSEMBLY GIVES UNANIMOUS SUPPORT TO A SELECT COMMITTEE, WhICH WILL 
HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH TOURISM IS GOOD FOR NORFOLK 


QUICKER BUILDING PERMITS 

NEW LAW WILL GIVE THE ASSEMBLY DIRECT CONTROL OF MANY MUNICIPAL 
MATTERS. FASTER BUILDING APPROVALS SHOULD BE ONE OF THE BENEFITS. 


tore this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative" 




COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for u$ because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashiohed prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from-the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



RUBIES 
OPA LS 
PEARLS 
IVORY 
JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMALING 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOUftS: 8.30 - 5;30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH .BREAKS * WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 12.30 










MR. ELUCOTT HANDS THE BALL TO NORFOLK*S ASSEMBLY 


‘Get Down to Those Decisions’- Minister 


NORFOLK’S LEGISLATIVE Assembly 
needs to develop a long-term approach 
to the Island's problems and goals, 
Minister RJ. Ellicott told members 
in a broadcast meeting in the Assembly 
Chamber on May 5th. 

"You can't plan ahead unless you have 
a concrete idea of what you want to 
achieve, * Mr. Ellicott said. "The 
need to formulate plans for the future, 
and what you would like to do on Nor¬ 
folk Island, is rather immediate. " 

"You must get down to those deci¬ 
sions, " he added. 

The Island had to move fairly quick¬ 
ly toward fuller self-government he 
said, making it clear that this required 
the Assembly to become more involved 
in matters the Commonwealth still 
controls. 



MR. ELLICOTT 

He urged the Assembly to adopt a 
positive attitude in advancing the Is¬ 
land, rather than looking over its 
shoulder at the Australian Government 
and saying "what are they up to?". 

Good financial management, and 
preserving the health of the tourist 
industry and other private enterprise 
on Norfolk, were essential if the Is¬ 
land is to cope successfully with self- 
government, Mr. Ellicott stressed. 

He cautioned the Assembly that its 
1980/81 budget ought to be balanced, 
saying that "you can’t be digging into 
reserves all the time". 

Later in his remarks he said bluntly 
that if Norfolk could not sustain itself 
financially, any Australian Govern¬ 
ment would think perhaps the Nimmo 
Report - which recommended that Nor¬ 
folk should be fully integrated into 
Australia - had been right. 

Mr. Ellicott had not visited the Is¬ 
land since the Assembly's inauguration 
last August. His statements were the 


first general summing-up of Common* 
wealth Government attitudes and pol¬ 
icies toward the Island since then. 
While he spoke extemporaneously 
rather then from a prepared text - 
"This is not May the 8th, 1978, " he 
said - his remarks can be considered 


OIL EXPLORATION on Norfolk's under¬ 
water continental shelf is to be encour¬ 
aged by the Commonwealth of Austra¬ 
lia. 

A senior officer of the Department 
of National Development and Energy 
told the Legislative Assembly on May 
5th that new legislation, expected to 
be passed and proclaimed soon, is 
aimed at generating exploration inter¬ 
est by the petroleum industry in waters 
around Norfolk and other islands under 
Australia's jurisdiction. 

He is Mr. John Carlson, Assistant 
Secretary, Policy and International Oil 
and Ga? Division. Mr. Carlson accom- 
paned Minister R.J. Ellicott to Norfolk, 
and briefed the Assembly on Australia's 
plans. 

He said the Minister for National 
Development and Energy (Sen. Car- 
rick), who visited Norfolk recently, 
will probably be the "Designated Auth¬ 
ority" responsible for administering 
exploration around Norfolk. But this 
will depend on negotiations still to 
take place between the Assembly and 
the Commonwealth. Mr. Carlson said 
he "envisioned" that his Department 
would administer the area adjacent 
to Norfolk, bur when challenged by 
Chief Minister David Buffett, said this 
was only the Department's tentative 
view and was open to discussion. 

Mr. Carlson discouraged any idea 
that Norfolk might administer such 
exploration, saying that it would cost 
the Island at least $100, 000 a year 
to operate a qualified administering 
authority, in return for which Norfolk 
could expect exploration fees of 
$20, 000 a year at the most. 

Mr. Carlson said the Designated 
Authority - whoever it might be - 
could encourage oil exploration off 
Norfolk either by advertising that 
specific areas were available for ex¬ 
ploration, and hoping to receive com¬ 
petitive applications, or by seeking 
a consortium of oil companies that 
might share the cost of seismic and 
other studies. He said his Department 


as a combination of a Ministerial re¬ 
port card on the Assembly's first eight 
months, and a foreshadowing of like¬ 
ly Commonwealth policies toward the 
Island in the near-term future at least. 
The News has therefore transcribed 
them extensively for study by residents. 


was not certain at this point which 
method would be preferable. 

Exploration on the Norfolk Ridge 
would be expensive and difficult, 
he said. Most of the possible oil- 
bearing areas lie under 1, 000 meters 
or more of water. In comparable 
depths on the Exmouth Plateau, off 
northwestern Australia, a single ex¬ 
ploratory well has cost some $10 mil¬ 
lion. If oil were found, the techni¬ 
ques for getting it out had not yet been 
developed - but promptly would be, 
he believed, if a large find were 
made. 

If there proved to be gas deposits, 
they would be of no commercial value 
in such depths and so far from land. 

Mr. Ellicott said that he thought it 
would be better for Norfolk to negoti¬ 
ate a share of the royalties from ahy 
oil that might be discovered, and leave 
the administration to the Common¬ 
wealth, He said Australia was con¬ 
scious of the need for an equitable ar¬ 
rangement with Norfolk, but he thought 
highly difficult technical matters were 
involved, and believed the Assembly 
had more immediate and important 
local matters that it should be concen¬ 
trating on. 

He said it was sometimes better to 
negotiate when there was actually 
something to argue about. 

But he said that the Commonwealth 
would have a look at any proposal the 
Assembly might make, and said that 
the Assembly could have access to any 
pertinent information That was held by 
the Department of National Develop¬ 
ment and Energy. 

Under the arrangement negotiated 
between the Commonwealth and the 
States of Australia, offshore oil royal¬ 
ties are shared 607c to the State and 
407c to the Commonwealth. Mr. El¬ 
licott said Norfolk might end up with 
a better deal than the States got* 

(When Papua and New Guinea were/, 
still territories under Austrian.auth¬ 
ority, the arrangement was that they ^ 
would receive 1007c of any oil royal¬ 
ties from their adjacent waters.) 


OIL SEARCH WANTED 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying spaoe 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



‘Road ATrack* 

magazine says f IZvkry so oiTFN a new car arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
lime with the coupe version of Ma/da’s third new car in two 
years: the 626.* 


FITZPATRICK’S 






Assembly Tourism Inquiry 


A FULL-SCALE inquiry into Norfolk’s 
tourist accommodation and desirable 
future levels of tourism was initiated 
by the Legislative Assembly May 7th 
and is expected to begin public hear¬ 
ings in June. 

The Assembly established a Select 
Committee of three members - Ed 
Howard* Duncan McIntyre and John 
Ryves - to make the inquiry* and gave 
them authority to summon witnesses 
and records if necessary. The Select 
Committee held its first meeting May 
8th* elected Mr. Howard chairman, 
and began organising plans for hear¬ 
ings, which will be held in the new 
Court Room in the Assembly building. 

The Select Committee’s terms of 
reference, approved unanimously by 
the Assembly, are - 

(a) To examine existing tourist accom* 


modation 

the 

on Norfolk Island including 

(i) 

amount. 

(ii) 

location. 

(iii) 

style. 

(iv; 

ownership. 

(v) 

staffing, and 

(Vi) 

capacity for expansion; 

(b) To examine what is the mdst de 


sirable level of tourism into Norfolk 
Island 

(c) To examine feasible means of 
promoting increased tourism or of 
preventing excessive tourism; 

(d) To examine ways in which tour¬ 
ism c& be made to yield the most 
benefit to residents of Norfolk Island; 

(e) To examine other matters which 
the committee believes relevant to 
tourist accommodation in Norfolk 
Island; and 

(f) To report on its investigations 
into these matters and to recommend 
action that might be taken by the 
Norfolk IslandI Government. 

It is the first Select Committee to 
be established by the Assembly. By 
giving it power to require witnesses 
to appear and to produce their pri¬ 
vate records if it proves necessary, 
the Assembly put the inquiry on a,, 
legal basis comparable to that of the 


1975 Royal Commission. 

Sir John Nimmo, the Commissioner, 
had little occasion to use his power of 
compelling witnesses to provide evi¬ 
dence he needed. 

Mr. Alan Veney, then manager of 
the Island branch of the Bank of New 
South Wales, declined to table infor¬ 
mation Sir John asked for, and received 
a subpoena requiring him to do so. It 
was presented by his successor, Mr. 

John Boucher. Other witnesses were 
quick to respond when Sir John remind¬ 
ed them of his statutory powers. But 
the great majority co-operated fully 
with the Commission. 


A PATROL BOAT may be stationed at 
Norfolk to keep watch on foreign fish¬ 
ing vessels operating in the Island’s 
waters. 

One of more officers from Australia's 
Fisheries Department are expected to 
arrive here about the end of June to 
look into the situation. Minister R.J. 
Ellicott told Assembly members on 
May 5th. 

Mr. Ellicott said surveillance was 
necessary to protect Norfolk's fishing 
grounds. 

Such a boat would need to be able 
to put to sea in almost any weather, 
and would apparently be considerably 
larger than any of the Island's present 
fleet of 50 - 60 fishing boats. 

HARBOR STUDY 

Basing such a craft here would require 
improved harbor and jetty facilities, 
and perhaps a deep-water mooring. 

Mr. Ellicott said the Fisheries officers 
might not be engineers, but would look 
at the possibilities of "a deep mooring 
or a wharf where goods can be brought 
in with much less hazard than they 
are at the moment". 

He hoped that the Fisheries visit 
would lead to recommendations for a 
, feasibility study or for corpperative 
effort by various Commonwealth De- 


The problem of establishing work¬ 
able controls over the amount of tour¬ 
ism to the Island has been a vexing 
one. Prof. G.J. Butland of the Uni¬ 
versity of New England did a detailed 
"Long Term Population Study of Nor¬ 
folk Island" in 1974, and recommend- 
ded a ceiling of 20, 000 visitors a year 
by the year 1983. Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cils "approved" a ceiling of 1, 000 
tourist beds on the Island, and the 
Tourist Board proposed a ceiling of 
1,200 tourist beds. All these supposed 
limits have been exceeded, without 
any governmental response. 


partments. 

The Fisheries Department would also 
be able to talk with the Assembly about 
the costs and operation of a Norfolk- 
based fishing industry, and about pos¬ 
sible profit-sharing arrangements with 
the Commonwealth on royalties Austra¬ 
lia collects from other nations for fish¬ 
ing in Norfolk waters. 

ROYALTIES ISSUE 
IS STILL OPEN 

'Mr. Ellicott referred to the profit- 
sharing idea last year, but a spokes¬ 
man for the Department of Primary 
Industry promptly announced that roy¬ 
alties had to go into the Common¬ 
wealth's general revenues, and could 
not be ear-marked for any particular 
purpose. 

On this visit, however, Mr. Ellicott 
said there was no resistance on the part 
of the Commonwealth to discussing an 
arrangement which was based on an 
equitable sharing of "both the burden 
and the benefit of offshore areas”. 

He also said that the Assembly could 
take up with Primary Industry the ques¬ 
tion of whether foreign fishing licenses 
granted for Norfolk's 200-mile zone 
could be confined to areas outside a 
"domestic" zone of 30 miles or so. 


Australia will consider 
Norfolk ocean patrol boat 
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Full Range of Hanimex Lenses 

to suit most cameras 



Also available: 


PRAKTICA cameras FUJICA cameras 
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DOUBTS RAISED ON NEED FOR F-28 


A PUBLIC MEETING to discuss the plan¬ 
ned upgrading of Norfolk's airport for 
F-28-class jets attracted a gathering 
of only some 70 people at Rawson Hall 
on May 1st* 

An advertisement announcing the 
meeting had been unsigned, and some 
residents were dubious about attending 
a meeting without knowing who thought 
it was necessary. 

It appeared to have been organised 
by several residents who feel that smal¬ 
ler aircraft, using the existing airport 
runways, might serve the Island ade¬ 
quately without harming the environ¬ 
ment or opening Norfolk up to too much 
tourism. 

After about two hours of presentations, . 
discussion, and a film on the de Havil- 
land Dash-7 airliner, Ken Nobbs pro¬ 
posed a motion that the meeting "does 
not accept or support" the airport up¬ 
grading, but considered that a Norfolk 
Island Airlines proposal was the best 
alternative, using existing facilities. 

The motion was supported by 28 peo¬ 
ple, outnumbering 14 who voted "no". 
Asked how many had abstained, 22 
raised their hands. 

Few supporters of the upgrading were 
in evidence, although Gerry Aafjes 
said that many on the Island depended 
on tourism being fostered, and if it 
were choked off, "we'll all go broke”. 
Bruce Griffiths said upgrading would 
make the airport safer, and that he 
was concerned that no one had spoken 
about the safety of human life. 

PLENTY TOURISTS 

John Anderson spoke at length about 
his concern over what upgrading would 
do to Norfolk's environment. ”We 
must give more than lip service to en¬ 
vironmental matters on Norfolk Island, ” 
he said. He pointed out that the main 
runway had already been extended by 
500 feet in the last several years, and 
that recommended tourist ceilings 
were already being exceeded without 
a jet upgrading. While emphasising 
the threat jets could hold for bird life 
and other environmental aspects of 
the Island, he said there were also ser¬ 
ious questions of increased garbage, 
effluent, road traffic and other by¬ 
products of greater tourism. 

Allan Tavener said now was the time, 
before it is too late, to "give the en¬ 
vironmental aspects a thorough going- 
over”. He said Norfolk was endanger¬ 
ed by "people pollution”, which crea¬ 
ted wear and tear on Norfolk and made 


the Island less attractive. 'We are 
already being flooded by too many 
tourists, " he said. ”lf we continue 
to damage the environment we will 
have a paradise lost forever. ” 

John Brown, chairman of Norfolk 
Island Airlines, said N.I. A. had been 
serving the Island well, and had car¬ 
ried 40°/c of tourists coming from Aus¬ 
tralia. He said the airline was ready 
to do more; It had applied to carry 
excess air freight from Sydney to the 
Island, but the Department of Trans¬ 
port had not even acknowledged the 
application. It had lodged applica¬ 
tions to fly between Norfolk and Nou¬ 
mea, Wellington, Vila and Tonga - 
which had been met with “stunning 
silence”. 

Mr. Brown said he thought Norfolk 
should be able to "nominate and con¬ 
trol all air carriers to the Island” and 
that N.UA, should be the major car¬ 
rier to Norfolk from all other ports. 

He pointed out that changes in U.S. 
air regulations were leading to the 
development of new 20-35-seat air¬ 
liners, and that by the time a Norfolk 
airport upgrading could be completed 
there would be a number of different 
new planes which could serve the Is¬ 
land without any upgrading. He said 
that N*I*A. was capable of purchas¬ 
ing enough Dash-7-200s to fully cater 
for traffic between Norfolk and Sydney 


THE REFERENDUM Bill to allow electors 
to petition for a referendum on any sub¬ 
ject related to Norfolk's good govern¬ 
ment was side-tracked into a commit¬ 
tee of all Assembly members for further 
study at the May 7 th meeting of the 
House. 

The bill proposes that the Assembly 
also be allowed to call a referendum 
on any subject. 

The bill’s sponsor, Ed Howard, told 
the meeting he believed some mem¬ 
bers did not want to vote against it, 
but were not ready to vote for it. He 
said that if the House would agree to 
the bill in principle, so that further 
steps could be taken with it, he intend¬ 
ed to move that it be referred to a com¬ 
mittee for more thought. 

Chief Minister David Buffett said he 
was hesitant to follow such a course 


as well as Brisbane. 

Honey McCoy submitted a paper 
which expressed worry about the ef- 
feet of jets on land and sea birds. She 
said the upgrading would mean paying 
too high a price for faster service and 
more visitors. 

Bill Lackey, speaking for the "Nor¬ 
folk Island Businessman’s Association", 
said "There is just concern that the 
airport is being upgraded for a parti¬ 
cular airline, not for the needs of a 
Pacific island. 

Former quarryman Bob Thompson 
said it was an awesome thing to see 
what happens to the land when it is 
quarried, and once the rock had been 
taken, what had been lovely scenery 
would be nothing but inkweed and 
tobacco bush. 

Clive Wilson, who was visiting from 
Lord Howe Island and who chaired the 
meeting urged Norfolk Islanders not 
to "split yourselves right down the mid¬ 
dle on whether there are jets or not, 
or whether it’s Norfolk Island Airlines 
or some other airline/' 

Assemblyman Gilbert Jackson sound¬ 
ed a note that seemed to be warranted 
by the meeting's small attendance. 

He said if people wanted to head off 
the upgrading, "a campaign has to be 
mounted quick and lively, and a very 
heavy one at that. ” 


because he was not sure what binding 
effect it might have if the Assembly 
agreed in principle to die bill. He 
proposed adjourning debate instead, 
but his motion failed 5-3, with one 
abstention. 

The bill was then agreed to in prin¬ 
ciple, with Messrs. Blucher, Howard, 
MacKenzie, McIntyre, Nunn and Ryves 
in favour. Mr. Buffett and Mr. Jack- 
son voted against, and Mr. Williams 
abstained. 

The move to take the bill off the 
table and send it to committee was 
unanimously passed. There is no time 
limit on how long it can remain in 
the committee, but it could lie dor¬ 
mant until a clear majority of members 
wants to bring it out and pass it or 
bring it out and kill it, or finds some 
compromise by way of amendment. 


Refendum Bill put back 
for committee to study 
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Assembly splits 6*3 a new way 
as 'five votes' idea is rejected 


A RETURN to Norfolk's voting system 
as it was until last August was unani¬ 
mously supported by the Legislative 
Assembly on May 7th. 

Debate on the Legislative Assembly 1 
Bill had been adjourned in April dur- j 
ing discussion of an amendment which I 
would have allowed the electors to i 
vote for as few as five candidates in 
future election. 

The amendment was solidly argued 
against by Duncan McIntyre, Bryan 
Nunn and Bruce MacKenzie. Mr. 
McIntyre said that making any change 
to the old voting method was outside 
the brief handed to die Assembly by 
the electors at the referendum last 
December. He said the Assembly had 
a clear obligation to put the law back 
as it was, and not to imagine improve¬ 
ments that might be made in it. 

Bruce MacKenzie simply read out the 
1979 Gazette notice reciting the ref¬ 
erendum question, and said that in 
the light of the question, it would be 
incorrect for the Assembly to seek any 


A SPEED-UP in the handling of Build¬ 
ing Ordinance approvals will occur as 
soon as Australia's Governor-General 
has assented to the Ordinances Revi¬ 
sion Bill passed by the Assembly 
May 7th. 

The bill is aimed at bringing a wide 
range of municipal matters under the 
Assembly's direct control - by replac¬ 
ing the word "Administrator" in many 
of the Island's existing Ordinances 
with the words "executive member", 
and replacing the word "Minister" with 
"Administrator". 

These or related changes will be 
made in the ordinances governing 
the absentee landowners levy, apiar¬ 
ies, bean seeds and plants, birds, 
boarding-houses, brands and marks, 
building, business named, companies, 
coroners, deserted wives and child¬ 
ren, dog registration, evidence, 
fences, gun licenses, land subdivi¬ 
sion, lighterage, liquor, motor ve¬ 
hicles, public hall, noxious weeds, 
plant and fruit diseases, posts and 
telegraph, pounds, public works, reg¬ 
istration of births, deaths and mar¬ 
riages! registration of bulls, sale of 
food, Sellheim grave, slaughtering, 
spear guns, stock diseases, timber 
licenses, traffic and visitors fees. 

The Norfolk Island Act gave the 


amendments to the traditional voting 
system. 

Kevin Williams, who had proposed 
the amendment, said he had not ex¬ 
pected it to cause such an upheaval. 
He denied that it was a form of "pro¬ 
portional representation through the 
back door", but made it clear that 
the purpose of the five-votes idea was 
to allow minorities more of a say. 

He said that Pitcairn descendants 
were now a minority on the Assembly, 
although they had made up at least 
half of previous Councils, and that his 
amendment revolved around protect¬ 
ing the rights of Islanders. 

Only Mr. Williams and Gilbert Jack- 
son spoke in favour of the amendment. 
It was defeated 6-3, with Williams, 
Jackson and Chief Minister David 
Buffett on the losing side. 

But once the amendment had been 
laid aside, all nine members bowed 
to the December referendum result and 
passed the basic bill restoring first- 
past-the-post voting.. 


Assembly executive authority in these 
and other matters, but until now the 
laws have still said that the Adminis¬ 
trator is to issue Building Ordinance 
approvals - for example. Adminis¬ 
trator W.P. Coleman has been issu¬ 
ing the approvals, but has done so on 
the advice of the Executive Council - 
the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister. This has meant large num¬ 
bers of pieces of paper criss-crossing 
for signatures, advice, and approvals. 

Once the new bill becomes law, 
which should be by early June, a 
building application will be Gazetted, 
go to die.Building Board, and then go 
to Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blucher 
for approval or rejection. Applica¬ 
tions which raise no particular pro¬ 
blems or questions should be able to 
be processed in two or three weeks, 
allowing for the ten-day Gazette per¬ 
iod for objections, and waiting for 
the next twice-monthly Building 
Board meeting. 


JUNE4TO BE 
BUDGET DAY 

NORFOLK'S BUDGET for the financial 
year starting July 1st will be proposed 


at the Legislative Assembly meeting 
on June 4th. 

A special Assembly meeting will be 
held two weeks later on the 18th to 
pass the bill. It will then need to re¬ 
ceive Australia's assent before becom¬ 
ing law. Last year assent was given 
by Administrator W.P. Coleman, 
without the bill's having to go to Can¬ 
berra for the Governor-General's assent. 

Under the terms of the Norfolk Island 
Act, the Assembly cannot debate a pro¬ 
posal to spend public funds unless the 
proposal has formally been recommen d- 
ed by a message from the Administrator. 
Once debate has begun amendments 
can be moved which would reduce the 
amount of money proposed for any 
particular item of spending, but any 
increases - including shifting funds 
from one item to another - have to be 
recommended by the Administrator 
before they can lawfully be considered. 

After the budget speech on June 4th, 
copies of the bill will be available, 
showing how much is proposed for each 
of some 60 items of planned spending. 

Planned revenues - including any 
proposed new or increased taxes - 
will be described in the budget speech, 
but will not be part of the bill itself. 

Residents or organisations will be 
able to comment to Assembly mem¬ 
bers on the budget plans as soon as 
they have been disclosed. Any amend¬ 
ments to the plans as announced on 
the 4th will need to be worked, out 
by about the 10th, however, to allow 
time for proper legislative drafting 
and clerical work to be completed in 
time for the 18th. 

Experts hear 
Malcolm Bains 

NORFOLK'S CHIEF Administrative Of¬ 
ficer, Malcolm Bains, was a principal 
guest speaker at the biennial Confer¬ 
ence on Local Government held in 
Canberra May 12-15. 

He addressed some 600 town and 
shire clerks whio attended the confer¬ 
ence, held by the Institute of Munici¬ 
pal Affairs of Australia. 

Mr. Bains was given leave from his 
duties as Norfolk's Island manager to 
make the address. 

During his absence Projects Officer 
Gil Hitch was appointed Acting Chief 
Administrative Officer. 

Administrator W.P. Coleman also 
travelled to Canberra for a brief visit 
starting May 15th. He and Mr. Bains 
interviewed candidates for the Island's 
Legal Adviser position, which will 
become vacant June 20th when Bill 
Hall returns to Adelaide. 


Faster building permits 
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SUNBEAM 

CAFE MAGIC" COFFEE PERCOLATOR 
AMAZING LOW PRICE ONLY $2 5 


SUNBEAM 

CLASSIC STEAM AND DRY IRON 


FEATURING A HI Gh LY - PO LI SH ED SOLEPLATE 

ONLY $24. 95 


SUNBEAM HotShot 

ALMOST INSTANT HOT WATER FOR 

COFFEE -- TEA -- SOUP -- COCOA 

JUST FILL WITH COLD WATER 

AND PRESS THE LEVER 

ONLY $19 


PART OF A BULK PURCHASE - STAINLESS STEEL SERVING TRAYS ONLY $12.50 


‘ PETE’S PLACE ’ 


lor 



TRAVELLERS CHEQUES welcome AMERICAN EXPRESS A VISA accepted 













Verbatim from the Ellicott tapes 


HON* R.J. ELLICOTT, Australia’s Min¬ 
ister for Home Affairs and the main 
architect of Norfolk’s new form of gov¬ 
ernment* spoke with members of the 
Legislative Assembly on the morning 
of May 5th. The meeting was broad¬ 
cast live. 

Here are extensive excerpts from 
his statements and from his discussion 
with the Assembly members. 


’’The progress since August last* as 
observed by me, toward self-govern¬ 
ment* has been in my view successful. 

“Needless to say, whenever a new 
venture starts there will be problems 
along the way - only because we can 
dp what we like to establish institu¬ 
tions, but in the long run it‘s human 
beings who have to make them work. 

"Norfolk Island has an Act which 
in some ways is novel - in some ways 
was intended to deal with the progres¬ 
sive situations towards self-govern¬ 
ment, as the recitals in that Act pro¬ 
vide* in other ways familiar, because 
it takes up some of the aspects of the 
system which we all know as the 
Westminster system; but in many re¬ 
spects, designed to try and pick up the 
situation on Norfolk Island. 

"We had the choice of setting up a 
local-government-type Council, or 
alternatively of doing what we did. 

It was my view that what we did was 
the right thing; that, had ft been a 


CHINA DISCLOSED on May 8th that it 
regards the South Pacific as a wasteland 
area suitable for weapons testing. 

China’s Vice-Premier, Mr. Li Xian- 
nian, told Australia's Prime Minister 
that it would test-fire an intercontin¬ 
ental ballistic missile - to an area about 
1900 km north of Norfolk. 

China warned ships and aircraft to 
stay out of the area until the test is 
over. 

According to British experts the mis¬ 
sile will not carry high explosives for 
the test. 

The target area is surrounded by 
Solomon Islands, Nauru, Kiribati, 
Tuvalu, and the New Hebrides, But 
apart from Australia and New Zealand, 
none of the South Pacific countries 
were consulted about China’s plans. 

Sir Julius Chan, Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea - which is approx¬ 
imately the same distance from the 
target area as Norfolk is - was troubled 


local-government-type Council that 
we set up, with limited powers, that 
would have been frustrating for the 
people on the Island and would not 
have helped to develop the capacities 
- the political and other capacities 
that are needed for self-government. 

I say that not in a paternalistic way, 
but simply say it as a matter of fact, 
that we have to move; not all that 
gradually, really - fairly quickly, 
in the time-scale of five years, fair¬ 
ly quickly - towards a program of 
fuller self-government... 

“I think the Assembly has settled 
down to its task, as far as I can see. 
The community at large will always, 
particularly in a small community 
like Norfolk Island, it will always be 
much closer to the political figures 
than is so on the mainland. Because 
there is that proximity, needless to 
say the community will react more 
quickly (and sometimes perhaps more 
positively) toward things done or not 
done, attitudes expressed or not ex¬ 
pressed. Therefore the atmosphere 
tends to become, I suppose that little 
more volatile, than it is even in the 
national capital of Canberra. 

"I look back over these eight months 
as being progressive - as moving in 
the right direction. 

"I think it’s fair to say that during 
that period the Administrator - who 
is obviously a new Administrator to 


that Mr. Li had not mentioned the 
test shot to him in discussions held the 
week before. 

Official reactions in Australia and New 
Zealand gave no hint that either nation 
was concerned about the South Pacific 
islands next door to the target area, 

Mr. Fraser was quoted by the Radio 
Australia as saying that China could 
not be criticised for the test. 

Mr. Muldoon said from Wellington 
that New Zealand understood the cir¬ 
cumstances in which China felt it 
necessary to increase its long-range 
missile technology. 

“The Australian" editorialised that 
the restrained response by Australian 
political leaders was an "interesting 
sign of Australia’s international soph¬ 
istication". 

Sir Phillip Baxter, former chairman 
of Australia’s Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion, said "There is plenty of open 
space in the Pacific Ocean." 


the Island - has had to adjust the 
office to a new situation. That’s 
been very important. It’s not an easy 
thing for the office to adjust overnight; 
but I sense that it’s adjusting reason¬ 
ably well. It’s very important, of 
course, for those involved in the run¬ 
ning of Norfolk Island to understand 
that because the Commonwealth has 
significant retained powers, the Ad¬ 
ministrator remains a political force, 
and therefore needs to be taken into 
account in any political actions, or 
any decisions that are made. In 
fact if he’s not involved, those deci¬ 
sions don’t have any validity. But 
at the same time, even in what I 
called the reserved area - that is the 
area over which the Commonwealth 
reserves power - my Department, 
and the Administrator, and other 
Departments of State, have done 
their best to involve the Norfolk Is¬ 
land administration. That’s been 
out of a desire to make you feel 
that those are matters that, obvious¬ 
ly, you’re very concerned in, but 
also matters with which you need 
to become familiar, and which ul¬ 
timately may become matters over 
which you have control. 

"The fact that officers from vari¬ 
ous Departments have been here - 
Foreign Affairs, Primary Industry, 
National Development and Energy, 
and Finance - that is very signifi¬ 
cant. It indicates a desire on the 
part of the Government to give you 
whatever assistance and expertise is 
necessary, and to involve you in 
the important matters that relate to 
the future of Norfolk Island. We’ll 
be discussing, later, no doubt, the 
offshore areas, and one of the pur¬ 
poses of my visit is, quite frankly, 
to have a discussion on that, and 
other matters. 

“One important thing, I think, is 
to appreciate the basis of the future 
of the Island in economic terms. 
Governments can go so far, but in 
the long run the future of Norfolk 
Island's economy, as we know, de¬ 
pends to a very large degree on the 
private sector and particularly on 
the tourist industry. This is some¬ 
thing which should not be over¬ 
looked. I am not suggesting you 
are overlooking it, but I do believe 
you need to be very aware of the 
significance of the private sector, 
the health of the private sector - 
and the need for the expansion of •. 
tourism in a healthy way. I don’t 
mean you should encourage the Is- 


Nobody here but us boongs 
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land to be over-run by hundreds of 
thousands of people* liut 1 think 
there's a need to have constantly 
before you the fact that the welfare 
of everybody on the Island, and its 
capacity to successfully cope with 
self-government in the future, de¬ 
pends on your having, broadly 
speaking, a healthy private sector. 

"I say that because in this period 
when you are moving, in your first 
term of office as it were, there may 
be a tendency to look over your 
shoulder at the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and say ’what are they up to?’, 
and not bear down on the real issues 
that are confronting you. It's terribly 
important, terribly important, that 
you adopt a positive attitude towards 
the things that you have to advance 
so far as Norfolk Island is concerned. 

M I hope you understand that by this 
time the Australian Government is 
behind you in your endeavour. There 
are issues like offshore areas and the 
like which we'll discuss later. They 
are important in themselves, but they 
are more of long-term importance 
than of immediate importance. What 
is of immediate importance is the 
concentration on the development of 
the Island; the formulation of plans 
for its development which take into 
account its environmental wealth, 
whilst at the same time enabling peo¬ 
ple to build their commercial and 
other undertakings. 

"Probably in one sense one of the 
most successful private enterprise de¬ 
velopments on the Island is run by the 
Government, and that's the philatelly 
department. Its overhead is very 
small compared with what it brings 
in. It's only an example of what 
can be done to turn to account a parti¬ 
cular area. Norfolk Island is doing 
that quite well. I simply make the 
point that in these times I believe it's 
of great importance to you. This is 
only by way of advice. It's obvious¬ 
ly not a matter of direction. But it's 
of great importance to you to look at 
the matters immediately in front of 
you, and to involve the community 
in a positive development of plans for 
the future of the Island. 

"Those are just as much economic 
matters as political matters. 1 quite 
frankly believe the political aspects 
are provided for, and with the assis¬ 
tance of the Federal Government, they 
will fall into place. What you need to 
do is to ensure that there is a success¬ 
ful budgetting period. I would say to 
you that I would hope that you will 
have a balanced budget in the next 
year. You can't be digging into re 
serves all the time. You must have 
an eye to unnecessary expenditure. 


On the other hand the community must 
be prepared to share the fact that r v 
there is a degree of inflation, even 
here; and that therefore there's a 
need to probably raise additional rev¬ 
enue. 

. "But in the long run the economy of 
this place will only be successful if 
the public sector runs a balanced bud¬ 
get, and if whatever encouragement 
can be given by way of sensible, not- 
too-detailed planning can be given to 
the private sector... 

(Mr. Ellicott then said he hoped 
that the Gates Report on the Island's 
economy would be available by the 
end of May.) 

"The only other thing I'd like to say 
in relation to planning is the need to 
get a long-term approach - that is to 
say, not to just look at 1980/81, but 
to look ahead to future years. You 
can't plan ahead unless you have a 
concrete idea of what you want to 
achieve; and therefore the need to 
formulate plans for the future, and 
what you would like to do on Norfolk 
Island, is rather immediate. 

"You must get down to those deci¬ 
sions. To the extent to which you are 
not doing so (and I'm not suggesting 
you're not) then I encourage you to 
do so. 

"I express again the good wishes 
and the good will of the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment in your endeavours." 

200-MILE ZONE: 
NORFOLK’S, OR 
AUSTRALIA’S? 

Mr. Buffett: "Mr. Ellicott, you 
will know that Norfolk Island has some 
considerable dependence upon its 
fishing in its immediate waters. 

"You will know that Norfolk Island 
feels that it should be involved, very 
closely, in the benefits that might 
be gained from the total 200-mile 
zone that surrounds Norfolk Island. 

"There is an awareness at this time 
that the total 200-mile zone is an 
area for which Australia has responsi¬ 
bility. However I would like to men¬ 
tion,, on behalf of my colleagues, 
that the 200-mile zone for which 
Australia has responsibility that sur¬ 
rounds Norfolk Island is of course 
there because Norfolk Island exists. 

"We do have an opinion that there 
is some moral right that Norfolk Is¬ 
land might put forward to have some 
input and to gain some benefit from 
whatever is to be gained from those 
waters that surround Norfolk Island 
to its 200-mile extent. , 

"I would like to raise the thought | 


that there are certainly improvements 
that Norfolk Island needs to make in 
its fishing areas for its own well¬ 
being directly as it participates - 
that is, its own fishing industry that 
exists here. I feel there is some meld¬ 
ing of the benefits that might be gain¬ 
ed from the total 200-mile zone that 
might be melded with Norfolk Island's 
needs, and its wants, as it directly 
participates in the fishing industry at 
this time. 

"I would like to ask you if you 
would be happy to give us some indi¬ 
cator from the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's point of view, as to the extent 
it would see appropriate for Norfolk 
Island to participate in some of the 
areas that I've endeavoured to mention.*' 

Mr. Ellicott: "1 think it's important 
to get things in perspective in relation 
to this. 

"First of all, to understand that the 
fishing zone is a matter of internation¬ 
al law - that is, the 2 00-mile zone - 
and that the Commonwealth has obli¬ 
gations internationally in relation to 
it; and its capacity to declare it and 
have it observed by other countries is 
because of the international law that 
recognises it, and to which other re¬ 
sponsible governments are a party. 

"That’s basic to the whole proposi¬ 
tion, and therefore the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment has to retain an interest and 
presence in relation to the 200-mile 
zone. 

"But, having said that, you have to 
pass on to another question, and that 
is, 'what does the 200-mile zone mean 
in terms of Norfolk Island? What ad¬ 
vantages or otherwise are there in it?* 

"It's probably true to say that there 
hasn't been a great deal of research 
into the fisheries surrounding Norfolk 
Island. No doubt there are practices 
on the part of local fishermen - I think 
there are some 27 boats that operate 
from time to time out of Norfolk Is¬ 
land, but basically for the purpose of * 
local consumption; and there are fish¬ 
ing grounds, no doubt, reasonably 
close to the Island which are of value 
for those purposes. (Editor’s note: 

Mr. Ellicott later said he had picked 
up the wrong figure - the Norfolk 
fishing fleet being all less than 27 
feet in length - and that the number 
of local boats was actually between 
50 and 60.) 

"I simply say to you that there’s no 
question of the Federal Government 
not wanting to do what it can to pro¬ 
tect that particular situation - that 
is to say, the capacity of the water 
around the Island to be used for the 
purposes of local consumption. 

"If it were thought - and this I be¬ 
lieve, on the basis of present informa- 
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tion, is a big ‘if* - if it were thought 
that the fisheries around Norfolk Is¬ 
land were such that they could sustain 
a large fishing industry which had 
capacity to provide a return to the 
economy of Norfolk island, then need¬ 
less to say the Government would be 
very interested to have a look at that, 
and to develop it with you. But pre- 
ent information doesn't bear that 
optimism. It rather suggests that 
although there are various types of 
fishing around the Island, for instance 
like tuna fishing and the like, of 
which advantage may be taken from 
time to time, the seas within the 
200-mile zone are not so prolific 
that they could give rise to a fishing 
industry. 

"However that's a statement I make 
based on existing information. If it 
turned out to be different after research, 
well then* needless to say the question 
of developing a viable local industry 
could be looked at. 

N If that is not a viable proposition - 
that is, a fishing industry which oper¬ 
ates around the Island, apart from local 
consumption, then the seas around the 
Island are of advantage only in the 
sense that boats from other countries 
might be given a permit to fish in the 
waters from time to time. 

"The question of what advantage 
Norfolk Island should have out of those 
particular licences is, I may say, a 
matter that we can look at. 

"In other words, there’s no resistance 
on the part bf the Federal Government 
to talking to you about some sharing 
in whatever profits there may be in 
that particular area. 

"But may I simply say to you, I think 
the facts may reveal that (you'd have 
to have a fisheries officer here to talk 
to you about it) the facts may reveal 
that the license fees that are obtained 
from this are much less than the cost of 
administration; and therefore that 
there are presently no profits. 

"Another problem that arises is the 
question of surveillance. Before I go 
onto that, another issue is the question 
of, these days, determining what parti¬ 
cular fish are caught in what particular 
waters. In other words, it's very dif¬ 
ficult, as you can imagine, if a large 
fishing vessel is operating on the high 
seas, and it's moving within and out¬ 
side a 200-mile zone, it's very diffi¬ 
cult without a very precise method of 
surveillance to determine what fish 
are caught inside and what fish are 
caught* outside. 

"Needless to say, there is no system 
of surveillance of any sophistication 
which operates in relation to Norfolk 
Island. To have such a system would, 

I imagine, be somewhat expensive; 
and in the long run, having regard to 


the other factors I mention, may not 
be an economic proposition. 

"On the question of surveillance, I 
understand that an officer of the Fish¬ 
eries Department will be coming here 
in the middle of the year. The pur¬ 
pose of his visit will be to discuss two 
of the matters that I have been talking 
about. One is surveillance, and the 
other is fisheries data-gathering sys¬ 
tems - so that we can assess what 
fishing there is off the Island of value. 

"I hope you will take my remarks 
in a positive sense. What I'm really 
saying is, yes, there is a need to re¬ 
tain an Australian presence - that will 
remain - but on the other hand there 
is a willingness on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment to look at an equitable system 
which would involve Norfolk Island in 
sharing both the burden and the bene¬ 
fit of the offshore areas. But I just 
want to say to you, don't regard it as 
a bonanza. The present information 
would indicate that you're not looking 
at great wealth. You're looking at a 
sea which has to be sustained for local 
fishing, and therefore surveillance is 
needed to protect that. But on the other 
hand, don't imagine at the moment that 
there is evidence of great wealth that 
will sustain a large fishing industry for 
the benefit of Norfolk Island. If it 
proves otherwise, then the Government 
would look at that, and look at it pos¬ 
itively with you. 

"On the question of ships appearing, 

I understand some summonses have 
been taken out. There is set in train 
a process of objection, protest to other 
governments in relation to the ship that 
was involved recently, and I hope that 
whatever the difficulties may be - be¬ 
cause the Island doesn't have a natural 
harbour - that it may be possible to 
adopt at least some surveillance system 
in the near future, which would involve 
a larger craft that could take to the 
sea and to some degree police what's 
going on. 

"There was no way to deal with the 
recent situation, because there the ship 
was, out at sea, and there's not much 
you could do about it. It disappeared 
overnight, I understand. 

"But we have a similar problem in 
other island areas. It's an expensive 
operation, maintaining a surveillance 
system, but at the same time. I'll be 
making approaches to the relevant Gov- 
rnment Departments to see whether we 
can get adequate surveillance here. 

And as I say, an officer from the Fish¬ 
eries Department will be here in the 
middle of the year. 

"I've tried to cover the whole field 
in what I've, said, with some apprehen¬ 
sion - apprehension in the meaning of 
'understanding' - in advance of the 
sort of issues which you were concerned 
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about. 

Mr. Ryvcs: "I’d like to be a little 
more specific about the problems facing 
this Island, and endeavour to seek an 
understanding with you as to how we 
perhaps widi to share in die 200-mile 
zone. 

H I think we’re fairly realistic about 
the matter of cash. But I do believe 
there is a case for, where Australia, 
with her foreign relationships with 
other countries and matters of primary 
production and things, must make 
certain deals relating to fisheries. 

"The most inhibiting factor to this 
Island at the moment relates to freight, 
relates to safety and relates to fishing, 
and for the facilities for the fishing 
to get to the product. Pm speaking of 
wharves. You touched lightly on them. 

"On the matter of safety: where air¬ 
craft may be forced to ditch somewhere 
off the coast, under certain weather 
conditions, because of our existing 
wharf facilities, there would be no 
way we could render them any assis¬ 
tance. So there’s a case there for 
some all-weather wharf. 

"For our fishing boats to exploit the 
fishing industry, again, we need facil¬ 
ities, and protection of a wharf area 
where these boats can get to sea. 

"Freight of course, which is the all- 
important factor, sometimes delayed 
by inclement weather, but, again, I 
think of a reasonable proposal of a 
breakwater, particularly in the Cas¬ 
cade area. 

"My feelings about where Australia, 
with her dominance of the 200-mile 
zone, and protecting it on behalf of 
Norfolk Island, may look towards Nor¬ 
folk Island kindly, is to perhaps look 
at this particular facet, that is the 
wharf area, and 1 believe there are 
reports out - I think a lot of local 
knowledge could be of great assistance 
to anybody who is visualising going 
ahead with a project of this nature, 
and 1 would ask you, sir, to direct 
your Attention to this particular point. ” 

Mr, Ellicott: "Mr. Ryves, I would 
imagine, and I hope - 1 haven’t spo¬ 
ken to the particular officer, but I 
would imagine when he comes out 
and discusses surveillance, he will be 
looking at it in all respects; that is to 
say, the capacity that’s needed for 
some system of surveillance in terms 
of a craft; secondly, the capacity to 
deal witti the craft; that is, when it’s 
not wanted for passage into the sea 
but when it’s'being moored - and that 
will, needless to say, involve some 
question of it being moored in a safe 
place. 1 think it really raises the 
issue independently of the question I 
know you’re concerned about, and 


that is a facility to have access to a 
safer harbour - therefore, a deep 
mooring or a wharf where goods can 
be brought in with much less hazard 
than they are at the moment. I 
understand that, 

"But you can rest assured that that 
will be looked at at the same time." 

Mr. ,Blucher: .. We have facili¬ 

ties which we extend now, even at 
this time, to a fishing vessel which 
comes from the south coast of New 
South Walesa They also have a spot¬ 
ting aircraft which flies' in and out of 
here, spotting for fish. To me, that 
points to the fact that there must be 
fish here. 

"That being so, there is benefit as 
you say, I would think, to come from 
fish being in this area. I don’t think 

they would be in this area wasting a 
lot of money in spotting fish and going 
backwards and forwards each day into 
this port for protection if there wasn’t 
some viable fishing grounds within the 
immediate area of Norfolk Island. 

"The local fishing industry needs to 
get well beyond the three-mile limit, 
in fact well beyond the 12-mile limit, 
to be able to catch a reasonable supply 
of fish, even for the Island’s require¬ 
ments. That also places great empha- 
; Sis on the need for a larger area of pro¬ 
tection for the local fishing industry. 

"So all these things I’m trying to 
point, are an area of trade-off. Not 
so much ’you give us cash because 
people are using these waters’ - but 
there are areas we can look at, as a 
compromise, I suppose, to reach a 
situation where not only would the bene¬ 
fits of, say, a breakwater or an extend¬ 
ed jetty and those sorts of things would 
be of benefit to this Island, but is 
would also benefit everybody else..." 

In reply to a question from Gilbert 
Jackson about the Island’s need for 
tecbnical advice in fishing, Mr. 

Ellicott said: "When the officers 
from the Department of Primary Indus 
try come over, you should raise these 
issues with them. I’m sure you’ll 
find them willing to give whatever 
advice and assistance, and to adopt 
whatever programs are feasible in 
order to assist. That’s their function - 
that’s why they’re coming. 

"On 1 the question of a domestic zone, 
again, if there is a zone around the 
Island which could be fished locally, 
and protected, why, no doubt, the 
question could be taken up with the 
Department of Primary Industry to 
see whether they could confine any 
licences that are granted to areas 
beyond that particular zone - whether 
it’s 12 miles of 30 miles. 

"That’s the sort of thing that obvious¬ 
ly can be discussed, and hopefully v 
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some arrangement come to, because 
that would help to protect the local 
fisheries. 

"On the other hand, I think when you 
talk about technology, it’s essential 
to understand that the fisfiiiig of the 
high seas has beebni^ so sophisticated 
now that the cost of sustaining an op¬ 
eration is so Mgh, that it may well be 
beyond the means of Norfolk Island - 
and probably beyond the means (in 
one sense - that is, its willingness.to 
be involved) of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. In other words, the facts of life 
commercially may be that you have to 
enter into arrangements with private 
bodies for the fishing of these waters - 
and not hope to be able to do them 
yourself, because of the cost involved, 
and the need for sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy. 

"But that’s just a comment which I 
sense you may find to be justified by 
what die Fisheries officers tell you. 

But if you discuss that matter with 
them, as to the feasibility of the cost 
of mounting an operation yourselves, 

I think you’ll probably find What I’ve 
said confirmed - and therefore, what¬ 
ever is happening in New Zealand, 
the fact is that if you were to have 
arrangements for offshore Norfolk 
Island first of all you would have to 
substantiate that there was a substan¬ 
tial fishing resource there, and second¬ 
ly, you had some system whereby you 
could measure what was taken, and 
that some private operation was pre¬ 
pared to be involved in that particu¬ 
lar matter. 

"Those are facts that I can’t go into, 
because I don’t know the facts. All 
I’m saying to you isf there’s a willing¬ 
ness on the part of the Government to 
have a look at it, and work wTth you 
on it." 

Gilbert Jackson asked about Common¬ 
wealth help in improving Norfolk’s 
harbour and wharf facilities. Mr. 
Ellicott said: "When these people 
come, which I understand will be the * 
end of June, all these issues wil? be 
convassed. They may not be engineers 
themselves, but out of that meeting, 

I would hope there’d be recommenda¬ 
tions for a feasibility study or what¬ 
ever may be necessary from various 
parts of Commonwealth Departments, 
so that the matter can be looked at, 
and recommendations made to the 
Government and the administration 
here." 


EXCERPTS FROM THE TAPES 
CONTINUE ON PAGE 27 
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"here it is!” 

HEALTH FOOD SHOP 
in Burnt ftne 



* FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

* REFRESHING FRILL DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
■JfFRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
*GREEN & FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 


*AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT’S GOOD: 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 
Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 
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fTTo 

CX3BS 


3. STOP WATCH Display 



4. TIME Q Display 



#46 



CHRONO 100 


1. TIME Display (12H) 




I f038| 


2. TIME Display (24H) 




3. CALENDAR Display 


HfrraMFFl 


IsTol 


4. STOP WATCH Display 



5. TIME D Display 



#40 


a full range at 

0, A K1 E)T7 & ©©. 

CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 


ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 










































PA TON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating'buyer it is a “must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand en4m- 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
I toward Kingston, and 150 

I yards past Queen Elizabeth 

I Avenue you will find us. 

I Directly opposite Nimpex. 

1 Phone 2181 

^ i 



HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am -9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. * 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12* 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. open 


to 5pra Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P,0, or at Island Shop 
• several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.46-5pro. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
fine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST -WEST/AIR N. Z. ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-8pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pmSat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


i OR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

J v n% 

South 

Paeific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafooa ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way**; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ous ie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway**; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



























BEST BUYS 

YOU-LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys 1 * 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, bur The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

••• m 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon'* 

■ 

Prentice's ;- "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "Th& famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington j 

electric shavers and hot combs, on ! 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" j 


Cameralines; "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island-souvenir; 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Kmily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5C* ' 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & N2 newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


BC * r B c 4 A li L ■» A BL+ft * n dv, - r-. o v.- n » v. 

U. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE | 



Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, f978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF.THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 500. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 


KVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY. 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
A C COUNT1 NC Vs Y.S T EMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


















-CAMERALINES - 

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE 



EXCITING 


NEW MINOLTA 


XD-5 


A MULTI-MODE EXPOSURE SLR: 
Automatic Shutter Speed Priority 
with Shutter Speed Compen¬ 
sation and Aperture Priority, plus 
a full/metered Manual. 



EMINENTLY AFFORDABLE: 

A most reasonably-priced-camera 
in the multi-mode SLR camera 
class. And with a 45mm f/2 
Minolta lens to make the XD-5 
package even more economical! 



A COMPLETE SLR SYSTEM OF 
LENSES AND ACCESSORIES: 
The XD-5 allows customers to 
expand their creative photography 
with a wide assortment of lenses 
from a 7.5mm Fisheye to a 
1600mm Super Telephoto, plus a 
complete system of close-up 
accessories, meters, and other 
equipment specifically designed 
for the XD-5. 


r 


V. 


you can 
depend on it 


its from 
Camemliqes. 

















AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


SUN 



Norfolk Island 


MON 


TUE 

20 May 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


WED 

21 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8. GO) 

■'BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


■housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


1 June 


■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
mCJ. i (MRT8. C J) 
C'dants Din (G) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 


9 


■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 

(Pitcairners landed -1856) 


■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

HOLIDAY" 
for Anniversary Day 


io 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant’s Din (G) 


ii 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


16 


■ Church services 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


17 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C*dant!s Din (G) 




a great name in photography 


18 


I Film (RSL) 

IFilm (Pds) 
lOpen night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8pm) 

I Assembly (A 2pm) 






CALENDAR 


WIND ROSE 


THUR 


■housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


30 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 

24 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


31 

■ oDA s< 


Qprvirp 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wihd 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



S 


LOCATIONS 


5 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT 8. 00) 


12 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm’b’d (Cwy) 


13 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm’b’d (Cwy) 


7 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


14 

■SDA service* 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


A ~N. I. Assembly chamber 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 


19 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■ Film (MRT 8. 00) 


20 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


21 


•SDA service 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YC -Youth Centre 













The OM-IO marks a major breakthrough 
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you can 

depend on it 
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Ccunerdfof\es. 















SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease Tapd, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits’* to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among .. 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings te divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia’s system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost <tf restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildi&gs are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in die Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 







building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but die gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not Tan Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction* recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth, 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Befweeflf 19T5 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, ox local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl- 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the 1 exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding Waters from 
Norfolk's control* Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the nead of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia* 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO i NORFOLK ISLAND 

* - 'N 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TKAUNC MJ$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm Si 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and * heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops.. .magazines.. .batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers^..tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton*and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 






ELLICOTT TAPES - Contd. from p.14 

The economy 

Mr. Ellicott: - 

"The Island does depend to a very 
large degree on the tourist industry for 
the health of its economy. In that 
sense, everybody who lives here, to 
some degree, if they don't have inde¬ 
pendent means, that is, depend on the 
health of that particular sector. 

"It's my concern - concern in the 
sense of a general attitude - that the 
development of the private sector here 
should be a matter of close consideration 
by the Legislative Assembly Members, 

I would imagine that it is. 

"The economy of Norfolk Island is a 
fragile thing. I've no need to tell you 
that at the moment the world is in a 
pretty troubled state. I don't know 
whether you get the vibrations out 
here, but the vibrations on the main¬ 
land about how the world is going at 
the moment are not all that bright. 

"Inevitably, if anything did blow up 
in this world of ours, it will have re¬ 
percussions in as remote a place as Nor¬ 
folk Island. That's because its economy 
is fragile, and to a large degree does 
depend on people coming here. 

"I therefore simply say that the plan¬ 
ning and development of that sector 
is a matter of considerable importance, 
and one that in an immediate sense - 
I'll say this, and it will be a conten¬ 
tious statement - is more important than 
the development of offshore areas. It's 
of much more immediate concern, and 
it's probably of much more immediate 
political and economic concern. 

"If the other statement is contentious - 
I really don't mean it to be, it probably 
is - it only reflects the attitude that, 
as far as I'm concerned, representing 
the Government, we have an attitude of 
good will in relation to the offshore areas 
but we don't see it as the El Dorado for 
Norfolk Island. 

"What in a practical, pragmatic sense 
we see is that the Island's development 
depends on what's happening on-shore. 
Those are matters that Members of 
the Legislative Assembly no doubt will 
have for immediate concern. '* 

Airport 


"I was glad that there was a proposal 
that was modified that enabled the 
F 28 to be encompassed. Not that I 
have any brief for the F28, but it rep¬ 
resented a less drastic effect on the 
environment and also would help to 
adjust more readily, I think, to what 
is probably the tourist potential that 
is desirable from the point of view of 
the Island... 

"I think one of the most important 
things to be done here is to plan, if 
there is to be a jet airport, is to plan 
a development of the tourist industry. 
We've spoken about development of 
the Kingston area, both in terms of 
tourists and in terms of a hotel of 
significant character - not so much 
significant in size, but significant in 
other respects. 

"Those sorts of issues are very im¬ 
portant, and you need to - no doubt 
you are - but, if you don't mind my 
saying so, I regard that sort of issue 
as very important, because just as I 
as the Minister for the national capi¬ 
tal have to give some parameters to 
the development of business in the 
national capital, so you, through your 
determinations and plans for the future, 
lay down parameters for the business 
community within which it can develop. 

"You need to have a concept of the 
nature of the tourist industry you want 
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Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry Kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
Vz teaspoon pepper 
Vz cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients*in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

PETE'S 
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Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

^ALWAYS IN STOCK, a FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE ’•CAMPUS” AND "CANYON” LABELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN”. 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 

/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
; WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


Mr. Ellicott on airport expansion; 

"In taking recommendations to the 
Governm;ent in relation to this mat¬ 
ter, I ^a$,glad that there was in ef¬ 
fect a middle course - that is to say, 
one that did not involve a proposition 
that we had to have 727s or 707s com¬ 
ing into Norfolk Island. 


HENSWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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to develop* and those ideas need to 
be passed on to die Commonwealth 
Government and the Department of 
Transport - because they will affect 
schedules, and they will affect the 
number of services, and the like* 

You want to move ahead of those. 

"It's vital, however, that you do an 
in-depth study of it in the early per¬ 
iod, and not leave it until 1982, when 
the airport suddenly emerges.“ 

Mr. McIntyre: “The situation is 
not several little problems, but one 
big problem of planning. It takes in 
the airport. It takes in the proposals 
for land use that are being developed 
in consultation with the N, C 0 D. C. 

It takes in any talk of the population 
levels. It takes in talk of employment 
in such matters as the building indus¬ 
try we have here. It takes in such 
questions as afforestation, control of 
the Island's cliffs and litoral, it takes 
in almost every aspect of 'keeping 
Norfolk green* - of re-forestation, 

of keeping pine seed and palm seed 
industries in proportion. 

“The problem is one problem - of 
planning where we are going, as you 
said. It touches every aspect of our 
life, and its well-spring, I trust, is 
our enjoyment of what we already have!’ 


Self- 

government 

Mr. Blucher: “We have now been 
going as a form of self-governing body 
for something like nine months. 

“In that time, as 1 see it, being a 
new body, we have performed as well 
as can be expected. We've had cer¬ 
tain upheavals in the Assembly, for 
various reasons which I won't go into. 

“But underneath it all there's been a 
progressive form of government. When 
we were discussing matters with you as 
a result and subsequent to the outcome 
of the present Norfolk Island Act, you 
did make mention - and it is mention¬ 
ed within the Act also - that within a 
period of time further powers will pro¬ 
gressively be moved into the Norfolk 
Island Government area. 

“We are ready to take on those pro¬ 
gressive powers - and I say progressive, 
because that's how we need to do it. 

We are ready for that now. When we 
were consulting with you I think there 
were a couple of specific matters such 
as land use and land matters, which 
I think you agreed were matters which 
will be looked at very quickly after 
establishment Of this form of govern¬ 
ment. 


“Social services. Immigration. 

Things like fishing. They are only 
some of the things which in my view 
we should be progressively be endeav¬ 
ouring to take over. 

“I think we have proved ourselves 
as a government machine, within the 
government machinery, as being cap¬ 
able of utilising the powers that we 
already have; and 1 think we can now 
say with a great deal of satisfaction of 
ourselves that we are ready to take on 
further powers. 

“1 place those thoughts in your mind 
so that perhaps in the near future we 
could start further consultations in 
transferring of certain other powers 
which inevitably I hope will all be 
transferred to this Island.' 

Mr. Ellicott: “Deputy Chief Minis¬ 
ter, you can rest assured that what 
you've said about the transfer of powers 
is a matter that is well and truly in my 
mind. I constantly am being remind¬ 
ed of it by the Chief Minister, and I 
have it imbedded there in a way that 
enables me to remember it frequently. 

1 think what we're doing at the moment 
is looking at areas like land use, im¬ 
migration, the other matters that you 
mention, which are all very significant, 
and important in the over-all develop- 
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ment of the Island. 

"As those matters are looked at, and 
determined, and the like, consideration 
can quite clearly be given to the trans¬ 
fers of powers from the Commonwealth 
reserved area into either Schedule 3 or 
Schedule 2. 

"That's a matter that you can assume 
will be before the Government in the 
coming period. That period of course 
is de-limited in one sense by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act. It's not a period 
that depends on five years having ex¬ 
pired, I think I've frequently said to 
you. 

"The issue is constantly before me. " 
Mr. Blucher: "One of my concerns is 
that I know full well that there are go¬ 
ing to be Australian elections this year. 

"Who knows? Perhaps we may have 
another Minister who may not look on 
this Island as kindly as you have; we 
may even have another Government - 
who knows? - who may look on this 
Island as being totally and wholly part 
of the Australian scene, and therefore 
I think we could then find ourselves with 
a problem on our hands - and the more 
powers we have, the greater basis of 
argument we would have." 

Mr. Ellicott; "May I hasten to say 
that you won't have another Government* 
"On the other hand I can't guarantee 
that you won't have another Minister, 
because that's very much a matter for 
the Prime Minister. 

"I think the important thing is that 
any Minister, or any Government, who 
has concern for Norfolk Island and is 
aware of what's going on here, will 
realise the desirability of gradually giv¬ 
ing the Island more involvement in the 
running of its own affairs. That's the 
whole purpose of the exercise. 

"Whether it happens obviously depends 
on factors which we've already discus¬ 
sed. One of them that I've stressed 
today - and I don't mean any lack of 
confidence in it, but I stress it as very 
important - is the viability of Norfolk 
Island's economy. That's a very im¬ 
portant part of the whole exercise. 

"That's something that you need to 
turn your minds to constantly. Obvious¬ 
ly if Norfolk Island can't sustain itself, 
then any Australian Government says 
'well, perhaps Mr. Justice Nimmo was 
right' - and you know - there are some 
of you sitting around this table who 
would regard that as a perilous thought. 
"I'm just trying to put my finger on 

the practical part of it that would be 
of significance to any Government. 

"But gixten a situation where you 
are running your affairs and being in¬ 
volved, may I say, in areas quite be¬ 
yond those over which you have direct 
control, given that situation - and the 
fact that you're gradually getting ex¬ 
perience in those areas, and develop- 
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NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
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THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 


ing those areas, well that will obvious¬ 
ly increase the willingness of a Min¬ 
ister to alter the Schedule to the Act. “ 

Oil exploration 

Mr, Ellicott: "The Commonwealth 
Parliament has to legislate for this 
because it*s a matter of international 
affairs. If we don't legislate to deal 
with it, then there'll be no appropri¬ 
ate legislation to cover it. 

"There are also obligations, of course, 
of international law under the conven¬ 
tions in relation to it, as I think you 
readily understand. 

"The Government's decision is not 
a decision against Norfolk Island.. It's 
a decision which is designed to protect 
the zone off other parts of Australia. 

"There are some problems which can 
be discussed which relate, for instance, 
to separate administration: whether 
the Island could mount its own admin¬ 
istration. .. these are problems which 
you can't ignore, because they relate 
to cost... " 
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Mr. John Carlson, of the Department 
of National Development and Energy: 

"The reason we're extending the 
legislation to new areas is in the hope 
we can generate exploration interest 
on the part of the petroleum industry... 

"When this amendment takes effect, 
which will probably be later in the 
year, we would hope that we can then 
generate some interest on the part of 
companies in coming forward and 
starting exploration programs, 

"The responsibility for administer¬ 
ing the area adjacent to Norfolk is 
vested in the Minister for National 
Development and Energy. He*s 
known under the legislation as the 
"designated authority”... 


Mr. McIntyre: ”My concern in re¬ 
spect of all of these transactions is 
that out of all of them emerges a 
pattern for the future. Today we're 
talking about fish and the possibility 
of petroleum exploitation in Norfolk's 
waters. It may be that the historic 
shipwrecks bill should be included 
in that. 

"Each time there is a move to ex¬ 
ploit territorial waters in the future, it 
seems to me it's very likely to follow 
the pattern that’s being set down by 
these fisheries matters. 

"We started off with fisheries. We're 
moving on to petroleum. With fisher¬ 
ies we had a visit from officers of the 
Department. Their conclusion was 
that they listened politely when we 
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asked that specific, express consider¬ 
ation be given to direct lines of com¬ 
munication, so that the Norfolk Island 
view was automatically included. I'm 
not aware that anything came of that, 
other than their polite attention. 

"I'm very concerned as we move on 
to petroleum that a pattern emerges 
which does include, very specifically, 
direct access to the places where de¬ 
cisions are made - by Norfolk Island, 
to the parts of the Commonwealth 
Government where those decisions 
are made. 

"The way in which the Common¬ 
wealth takes decisions is to take them 
by gathering its information together 
in Canberra, and giving them a good 
assessment. Even this Act itself, which 
has been introduced rather hurriedly 
in the House, has been done without 
a prior consultation. A principle has 
been I suppose slightly preserved by 
the statement by, I think. Sen. Car- 
rick that consultation would follow 
shortly. But once again a decision 
has been taken about Norfolk Island, 
and passed through one of the Houses 
of the Australian Parliament, before 
it comes to Norfolk's attention - be¬ 
fore it's submitted for Norfolk's view. 

• "Now that we're gathered around to 
talk to it, might I therefore express 
the greatest concern that out of this 
comes a method - preferably a meth¬ 
od for which legislative provision 
exists, so that it can be incorporated 
in the future into similar Acts - by 
which Norfolk Island's involvement 
is set out methodically and does not 
rely upon the coincidence of some¬ 
body thinking of us and asking us our 
view. 

"In other words, I want to see a 
method developed which ensures 
that that consultation exists for fish, 
for petroleum - for Norfolk Island, in 
Canberra, where these decisions, it 
appears for the time being, are being 
made, 

"To take a separate point, in fin¬ 
ishing - am I correct in thinking that 
no provision exists in the petroleum 
royalty laws or other laws which would 
envisage any payment of royalties to 
the Norfolk Island government? - 
and consequently that if such royal¬ 
ties were collected by the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, their passing over to Norfolk 
Island would be a matter of separate 
consideration and separate Act?" 

Mr. Ellicott: "If I can just answer 
your general complaint. 

"It's very important, I think* that 
you concentrate on the issues, and under 
stand that there's no prima facie situa¬ 
tion that if the Australian Government 
is doing something, that it's doing it 
to the disadvantage of Norfolk Island. 
"There's a tendency for some of you 
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to have a chip on your shoulder about 
Australia and what it's doing. You'd 
better get that chip off your shoulder, 
because it's no good. It's not true. 

It's inaccurate. It's not a reflection 
of the true situation, and. if there's a 
knee-jerk reaction on the part of 
people here to what the Australian 
Government does in legislation or 
otherwise, that it must be to the detri¬ 
ment of the Norfolk Island people and 
government - well, you know. I'm 
afraid that you’re quite wrong. It's 
quite the other way. 

"The Government understands the 
situation. The Chief Minister can 
speak of the fact that I've done my 
best to give him access to Departments 
that are relevant that still remain with¬ 
in the Commonwealth reserved area. 

For example, the Department of Trans¬ 
port - he's had discussions, regarding 
the airport, with that Department. I 
have no objection to that, as long as 
he relates to the Administrator, when 
he does that sort of thing, so that the 
Administrator, who's here, and is the 
Commonwealth presence, has a know¬ 
ledge of it. 

"But from the Government's point of 
view, from my point of view, we want 
you to be involved. 

"If we introduce this legislation, we 
do so because there's no other way of 
tackling the situation internationally. 
That is to say, the Government has to, 
the Australian Government has to appro¬ 
priate to Australia, which includes 
Norfolk Island for these purposes, the 
fisheries and the economic zone, the 
continental shelf, and set up a regime 
for dealing with it. 

"In the process of dealing with it, 
Norfolk's interest is obviously to be 
taken into account - and that's why 
Sen. Carrick put that in his speech. 

It's a matter of working out some rea¬ 
sonable arrangement. 

"If you believe you can set up an ad¬ 
ministration here, which you will find 
economic - contrary to the views that 
the Department of National Development 
and Energy hold - well, needless to say, 
we'll have a look at that, and take it 
into account, and see if we can work 
something out with you. 

"But quite honestly, with all the 
good will in the world, and with a 
proposition I hope on your side, 'always 
eager to believe the best', I think you 
may find th*tt what they're saying is 
accurate - that it will cost you over 
$100, 000 to set up an administration 
for which at the maximum you'd get 
in $20, 000 a year* 

"So from the point of view of that 
cost, it's not a bad deal for Norfolk 
Island to let it go ahead provided there 
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is some protection for Norfolk Island 
in the sharing of royalties. 

"If you want to put up a propositioh - 
now may or may not be the time, but 
put it up if you want to - the Govern¬ 
ment will - when I say 'the time', 
all I mean is that sometimes it's 
better to negotiate these things when 
there's something to argue about, do 
you follow me? - and we don't know 
whether there is something to argue 
about, indications are that there may 
not be - but if you wish to put up a 
proposal to the Government about 
royalty-sharing, based on one approach 
or another (that is, local administra¬ 
tion, or no local administration) well, 
the Government will consider that. 

"The Northern Territory is going to 
administer its offshore areas, but it 
has a larger potential, both in terms 
of population and in terms of the 
offshore areas, and the promise of 
those areas. 

"But a better deal, if I may say so, 
for Norfolk Island, from what I can 
see, would be one whereby you may 
negotiate a share of royalties, but 
with full consultation and knowledge 
of what's going on, but allow the 
administration to take place through 
the Government with all its expertise. 

I emphasise 'with full consultation and 


a knowledge of what's going on'. 

"That involves a linkage with the 
Australian administration, but I can't 
see that's it's otherwise than to your 
advantage - particularly, as somebody 
mentioned earlier, there have to be 
arrangements with New Zealand and 
I think France in relation to the con¬ 
tinental shelf area, because to some 
extent they do overlap - there's a 
median line problem. 

“In other words there are more rea¬ 
sons than one that one can think about 
that lead you to the view that what 
is being put forward is probably the 
best deal for Norfolk Island. 

"But you feel at liberty to put up 
what you will, and for the purposes of 
that, you may have access to what¬ 
ever information is available to the 
Department of National Development 
and Energy, and I can assure you it 
will be considered by the Government. 

“It may be something that may not 
come to fruition until after the legisla¬ 
tion is passed; but that is not to the 
point, because I can assure you that 
this is all being done in a spirit of good 
will, and not in any attempt to prevent 
Norfolk Island having an acceptable 
arrangement which is equitable to it as 
far as its offshore areas are concerned." 


Chief Minister David Buffett said he 
thought it would be best if administra¬ 
tive arrangements for offshore oil explor¬ 
ation were not set up until the Assembly 
had had a chance to make its recom¬ 
mendations on them. 

Mr. Ellicott replied; “All I can say 
is that there have to be administrative 
arrangements. If they go ahead, they'll 
only go ahead on the basis of discussing 
it with you - if you follow me, if the 
bill goes through, and it's proclaimed 
later in the year, and in the meantime 
there have been no proposals, or no 
agreed proposals, then Sen. Carrick 
would become the 'designated author¬ 
ity' - but it's not a matter that ought 
to concern you, because 1 can assure 
you the Government will look positively 
towards what you're suggesting; and if 
a different, equitable arrangement can 
be come to, well, we'll sit down and 
talk to you about it. In other words, 
the very situation may require some 
administration in the meantime, and if, 
as I say. Sen. Carrick is thp designated 
authority, he may have to make deci¬ 
sions; but I'm sure at the same time 
that those decisions can be made against 
the background of consultation - in other 
words, he'll be doing his best to oper- 
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ate to the benefit of all, including 
Norfolk Island." 

Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blucher 
asked for further details on how the 
joint authority ewer offshore areas 
would work, agd whether someone from 
Norfolk could be part of it. 

Mr* Ellicott replied: 1 * I would think 
that's one of the matters that you want 
to look at and suggest to the Govern¬ 
ment - some form of consultative ma¬ 
chinery* If you concltrde, as I sug¬ 
gest you might, that it's a better deal 
for Norfolk Island to let the expertise 
and whatever be provided by the Fed¬ 
eral Government, if you conclude that, 
at the same time you may feel it 
appropriate to suggest some consulta¬ 
tive machinery, which relates to Sen* 
Garrick's Department, and the ques¬ 
tion of what particular steps should be 
taken in relation to the seismic sur¬ 
veys that might be undertaken, or the 
grant of exploration permits, or the 
grant of mining permits* 

"I would think that you'll find a re¬ 
ceptive ear, if you come up with some 
proposal along those lines, because it's 
not our desire to ignore Norfolk Island* ” 

Ed Howard referred to die difference 
between Commonwealth-States agree 


ments. He pointed out that a princi¬ 
ple for handling offshore royalties from 
Territorial waters had been laid down 
in die original Petroleum (Submerged 
Lands) Act in 1967. This was that 
waters around Papua and New Guinea 
were to be considered as belonging to 
the territory concerned, and all roy¬ 
alties collected by the Commonwealth 
from those waters were to be paid to 
the territory. 


Mr. Ellicott replied: “You can ex¬ 
amine the reason why the Government 
does these things. The simple reason 
is that it does these things because it 
feels a responsibility for the people of 
Norfolk Island, which is part of the 
total responsibility of the Australian 
Government. 

"What we do here, we do in that 
sense* Just as we will do it for people 
who live in other parts of Australia. 
That's the basis upon which the Gov¬ 
ernment is motivated to act. 

"It's not done because of some con¬ 
stitutional arrangement that was enter¬ 
ed into between die Commonwealth 
and the States, or a reflection of it. 

I guess it is done because we like to 
see established here good government. 


But the basic motive, and I've said 
this before, of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and of simple folk like myself 
is, that we feel a responsibility, and 
a sense of concern for the people of 
Norfolk Island, as members of the 
total Australian community* 

"If you want a motive for what we do, 
that's it, and I can't put it any other 
way, and that will continue to be our 
motivating fact. 

"In fulfilling it, we will take into 
account that this is not part of a State, 
and therefore that those constitutional 
arguments and issues that arose between 
the Commonwealth and the States don't 
apply so directly in relation to Norfolk 
Island. 

"I can only say to you that if you sit 
down and put some proposition to the 
Commonwealth, and discuss it, you 
may, for all I know, end up with a 
better deal than the States get. I just 
don't know what will happen. All I 
can say to you is that in making a de¬ 
cision, the Government has to take 
into account the welfare of good gov¬ 
ernment of the people of Norfolk Is¬ 
land, as part of the total Australian 
community - and that's simply indi¬ 
cating a broad proposition, but one 
which is full of good will and under¬ 
standing. " 
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CONTINUING THE NORFOLK GOVERNMENT’S STATEMENT TO OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDS 


“We are one another's natural friends...” 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND government's 
views on development and regional 
co-operation among the Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were circulated to the leaders 
of 17 other island countries and ter¬ 
ritories late in March. 

The occasion was a conference on 
"Development the Pacific Way" held 
at Honolulu by the East-West Center. 

Norfolk was represented by Chief 
Minister David Buffett. 

In our last issue we reprinted the . 
first instalment of a major section 
in the Norfolk government paper. 

The paper continues: 


While Norfolk Island has only re¬ 
cently been permitted to attend a 
South Pacific Conference, and has 
not as yet taken in its own right the 
Conference seat which has been re¬ 
served for Norfolk since the incep¬ 
tion of the Conferences, we respect 
and applaud the excellent services 
rendered to the region over the years 
by the South Pacific Commission. 

We believe the existence of a fully- 
rounded Pacific Islands Community 
can become an effective reality only 
if v all of the peoples who live in that 
Community are able to speak for 
themselves - with whatever degree 
of sovereignty each possesses. 

Norfolk Island's degree of sovereign¬ 
ty is only partial. It is however grow¬ 
ing, with Australia's agreement and 
official, legislated support. The peo¬ 
ple of Norfolk Island may always be 
willing - as it is believed they are now 
to have rrirr* important aspects of the 
Island's sovereignty exercised by Aus¬ 
tralia. But we most heartily welcome, 
and believe our future well-being 
requires, the development of a politi- 
cally-aware Pacific Islands Commun¬ 
ity, in which Norfolk Island can take 
as full a 4part as our degree of 
sovereignty permits. 

It is the stated policy of the present 
government of Australia that Norfolk 
Island should progress toward an ac¬ 
ceptable level of self-government by 
mid 1984 or earlier. It should be 
noted, however, that the policy of 
the Opposition Party in Australia is 
that Norfolk Island should be inte¬ 
grated into Australia in accordance 
with the recommendations of the 
Nimmo Royal Commission Report 
of 1976.* This would be contrary to 
what we believe the great majority 
of the people of Norfolk Island wish, 
and would be a reversal of the course 
of development the present Austra¬ 


lian Government has helped us to 
embark upon. 

Norfolk Island's main priority in 
connection with the subject of Re- 
gional Co-operation is to maintain 
and increase our degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment so that we may in fact co¬ 
operate effectively with the other 
islands of the Region. 

D) Governmental and Administra ¬ 
tive Systems 

Norfolk Island sees four needs in 
connection with this subject. 

The first is a re-statement of the 
point made in the preceding section. 
Norfolk Island needs continued pro* 
gress toward, and achievement of, 
a workable and self-respectable 
right of self-government. This is 
a precondition to the other needs 
which are - 

- We would benefit from a source 
of information, experience and 
judgement on governmental and ad¬ 
ministrative systems in the Pacific 
Islands Community, to compare 
not only the Westminster System, 
which we use, but other methods 

of government in the region. 

- We could benefit from the ex¬ 
istence of a central source which 
was examining and considering 
"mini'technology" which may be 
applicable to administrative proce¬ 
dures including records, account¬ 
ing, archives management and per- 


Wsyour 

Island** 



sonnel training. 

- As a need which may be wide¬ 
spread in the Pacific Islands, we 
raise the matter of legal drafting. 

It is clearly in the interests of all 
countries interested in the Pacific 
that the laws of die Islands be clear 
and concise. Yet skillful legal 
drafting costs the same whether 

the resulting laws apply to millions 
of people or to hundreds. The cost 
of drafting a good law is consider¬ 
able, per capita, in a small Island. 

It may be that a legal drafting ad¬ 
visory service to the Pacific Islands 
Community would so upgrade the 
quality of laws in the region that it 
would be considered a legitimate 
and advantageous expense to be 
shared by the large nations direct¬ 
ly interested in die region. 

Norfolk Island's problems under 
this heading are that lie sources 
of information are difficult to lo¬ 
cate and we have limited funds to 
commission studies by professional 
consultants. 

We have no priorities to list, 
apart from restating that contin¬ 
ued progress toward inalienable self- 
government is the first and essen¬ 
tial necessity. 

E) Cultural Development and Con- 
servation 

Needs is perhaps too strong a word 
in this context, but the following 
are matters in which Norfolk Island 
would warmly welcome advice or 
assistance - 

- A statutory social welfare pro¬ 
gramme is currently being considered 
for Norfolk Island, in discussions be¬ 
tween the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly and the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. At present Australia has retain-* 
ed full authority for social welfare leg¬ 
islation on Norfolk, although the cost 
of social services will continue to be 
borne solely by Norfolk Island. 

The discussions to date have been 
based to an important extent on com¬ 
parisons with Australia's social welfare 
system, which is different in concept 
from Norfolk Island's traditional commun¬ 
ity and extended-family system. We 
would welcome a means of making 
comparisons with other such systems in 
the Pacific Islands Community. 

- Village planning, as contrasted 
with city planning, is of importanc 
to Norfolk Island. Our "city" consists 
of little more than a single-street shop¬ 
ping district - not taking into account 
the Island's historic Georgian capital 
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settlement of Kingston, which is being 
preserved in its historic state of some 
150 years ago. How should a small 
Island best plan its small, haphazard 
shopping street? We would welcome 
practical advice. 

- The .Norfolk Island language, 
spoken by the Pitcairn descendants who 
make up nearly half of the Island’s pop¬ 
ulation, is a hybrid of ancient Tahitian 
and Elizabethan English, modified over 
many generations. It is unwritten, and 
colourful older words are gradually 
being lost.- ‘ Assistance in preserving 
the language, particularly in estab¬ 
lishing a written form of it, would be 
welcomed. 

- Rubbish disposal is a gradually in¬ 
creasing problem because plastics are 
non-biodegradable. We hope to avoid 
the cost and environmental problems 
of building and maintaining a central, 
urban type of incinerator. We would 
welcome advice on small-island- 
Scale methods of dealing with die 
problem. 

- Advice on appropriate architec¬ 
ture for both public and private build¬ 
ings would also be welcome to pre¬ 
serve a Norfolk style of building. 

- Norfolk may soon be able to re¬ 
ceive and rebroadcast satellite tele¬ 
vision services. At present the Is¬ 
land has no TV broadcasting, al¬ 


though the use of videotape players 
is increasing. Clearly there are 
some damaging social consequences, 
of introducing TV broadcasting. We 
would welcome informed advice on 
whether we should keep TV broad¬ 
casting out of the Island, or if it is 
to be accepted, how the harm it 
does can be minimized. 

- Norfolk may be a place in which 
zero-growth policies will be advis¬ 
able sooner than they become nec¬ 
essary in other parts of the world. 
What are the social consequences of 
such a policy? The question is ex¬ 
ceptionally intricate and subtle, and 
we would welcome having wise, ed¬ 
ucated help in considering it. 

The problems facing Norfolk Island 
in dealing with cultural and conser¬ 
vation matters is that advice and ex¬ 
perience, in addition to that already 
received from large industrialized 
nations, should be sought, but at 
present is either non-existent or dif¬ 
ficult to locate. 

Priorities under this heading are 
difficult to establish. The topics 
mentioned have been placed in an 
order chosen according to approxi¬ 
mate importance. 

F) Energy 

Norfolk 1 s needs for energy are re- 
sonably well met now, largely by 


importing petroleum products. Rap¬ 
idly rising costs, and the possibility 
of the curtailing or sudden disruption 
of supply iri the event of a major in¬ 
ternational war, make it obvious that 
we should be developing alternative 
local sources. In Norfolk’s case these 
must be based on a scale of technol¬ 
ogy and capital cost suitable for a 
range between single-residence and 
a 2, 000 population village. 

The Island has adequate rainfall and* 
is fertile. Fuel crops may be prac¬ 
tical for local transport and electri¬ 
city generation, using gasification or 
other techniques. Small-scale use of 
solar energy (including photo-voltaic 
cells), tidal power, wind power and 
improved forms of human or animal 
power are obviously of great poten¬ 
tial importance to the Island. 

Norfolk’s principal problem in the 
field of energy is probably die same 
one faced elsewhere; ordinary citi¬ 
zens are reluctant even to think of 
giving up the comforts and conven¬ 
iences of existing petroleum-based 
energy-consuming devices unless it 
becomes necessary - and the develop¬ 
ment of alternative technologies 
requires public interest and govern¬ 
ment action long before the neces* 
sity arrives. 
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ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSI BI LI'TIES. . . , WH AT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


World research into the use of solar 
power is in its infancy, about the stage 
of the motorcar in 1910. Most of the 
problems are known, but there are a 
lot of bugs to be ironed out. A recent¬ 
ly-marketed electric fence operating 
directly from solar power is a bypro¬ 
duct of American space technology 
using what I think are called 'photo¬ 
voltaic cells. I would be pleased if 
some reader would supply some inform¬ 
ed comment on this system. 

Ambient temperature research on 
solar hot water heaters also seems pro¬ 
mising. Some patents are being issued 
on variations of this principle. Apart 
from the conventional forms of use - 
and even these are undergoing rapid 
development - it would perhaps be wise 
to wait a while until manufacturing and 
marketing catch up on research. The 
state of the art is very fluid. 

Water power has limited application 
with our lack of fast-running streams, 
but Watermill Valley is a good demon¬ 
stration of engineering overcoming nat¬ 
ural disadvantages. It is also a good 
example of engineering based on slave 
labour. 

It would be quite feasible to dam 
some of our high valleys for water 
wheel power. The Pelton wheel, both 
overshot and undershot, is being manu¬ 
factured again for farm use in Hamil¬ 
ton, NZ, but is very expensive. 

The hydraulic ram, for many years 
at Headstone, is an excellent example 
of good engineering design and energy 
use. The principle is said to have 
been devised by Da Vinci in one of 
his more idle moments. 

Windmill electrolysis - a weak 
electric current passed through water 
to produce usable hydrogen - is also a 
practical probability in the near future. 
Hydrogen is a high-energy fuel that 
can be used conveniently in motor 
vehicles. 

Food and Agriculture. 

Food is the universal energy. In that 
sense we suffer minor energy crises 
every day, whenever we get hungry. 

Our body is a versatile system for solv¬ 
ing this daily problem. It is designed 
to run with minimum maintenance for 
approximately seventy years and able 
to function on a wide range of fuels. 
From an energy/fuel conservation 
point of view, our body is an efficient 
machine, capable of responding to a 
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range of differing demands - once 
again illustrating nature's multi-func¬ 
tional design. 

It bears re-iterating, this concept 
which is so routine in nature: multi¬ 
functional design. The range of food¬ 
stuffs that humans use as fuel covers 
virtually all animal or plant life. In 
short, what we can grow, we can use; 
and in Norfolk's benign climate we 
can grow most of our food needs, pro¬ 
vided we simplify our demands. It 
is in food that we can become energy 
self-sufficient, with the minimum of 
inputs. 

Food is the first external source of 
energy that we use. It is die one 
familiar to everyone on the planet, 
and historically it is the one that has 
caused the human race most of our 
problems Even in percentage terms, 
there are more people hungry today 
in the world than at any o&er period 
of history. It is an energy crisis that 
has been with us since die dawn of 
the race. 

Complete self-sufficiency, on a 
voluntary basis, is an unlikely con¬ 
cept. Our life styles and philoso¬ 
phies are too well meshed with con* 
sumer society to allow us to adapt 
readily. It would be largely imprac¬ 
tical, anyway. The historic exchange 
of land for "a few tomahawks" well 
illustrates the sense of priorities of both 
parties to the exchange. The primi 
tive clearly understood his own cul¬ 
ture's inability to produce anything , 
approximating a steel tomahawk; and 
since land, in his society, was commun¬ 
ally owned, it is doubtful that he would 
understand land as a personal possession. 

Only on an ^voluntary basis, where 
we are forced to subsist, do we become 
anything like self-sufficient. A more 
appropriate term is "self-supporting". 
That term has connotations of self- 
help and independence, without the 
unwitting intellectual arrogance of 
" self - suff icienc y ". 

The tomahawk exchange also demon¬ 
strates the new settlers' need for land. 
"Land" is a magical word, seemingly 
poorly understood in urban societies. 
Australia is 88fc urbanised (one of those 
statistics that underlines the divorce¬ 
ment of people from their origins^. 

The current "back-to-the-land" move¬ 
ment is really a search for origins. 
Intuitively, people recognise their ur¬ 
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banised alienation and strive to "go 
back". There would be few Norfolk 
Islanders who do not understand and 
sympathise with this wish. 

The magical, almost mystical, 
regard for the land. 

Land is the key to self-support, with¬ 
out land to call your own, the highly 
personalised motivation necessary for 
self-support is absent. In classic peas¬ 
ant tradition, land is never exchanged 
for money. It is not a commodity to 
be traded. It is the key to life itself. 

This purist view is being gradually 
diluted as a changing world enforces 
changing circumstance. But on this 
Island, many cling to this belief as a 
stable reference point in their'lives. 

The back-to-the-land movement is 
even getting some official approval. 
Various governments around the world, 
faced with the apparently insurmount 
able problem of structural unem 
ment through technological change, 
are considering "resettlement" (an 
emotive word if ever there was one) 
on to subsistence-size plots of rural 
land, financed and guided by the 
state, to foster "viable alternative 
societies". / 

Having briefly visited a well-known 
commune in North NSW, I can only 
hope that this sort of scheme is not 
just misguided idealism. 

Self-support is very very hard work: 
a life of endless chores. Idealism 
soon gives way to tiredness unless we 
recognis- -c limits of the Ideal. A 
nuts-and-bolts approach of practical 
self help --a modification of our 
life style, rather outright rejection is 
what we should foster on Norfolk. In 
this, our communi ty is lucky, in the 
wide-ranging skills and backgrounds 
of our Deoole. ^ 

Tne traditional island foods, and the 
folklore associated with growing them, 
piay an integral part in the life of the 
community. The rituals of Thanks¬ 
giving, Bounty Day, the A. and H. 
show each year, and the many other 
ceremonial occasions associated with 
the fruits of the earth are an ongoing, 
reinforcing community bond. With- 
out them we would be diminished. 

Food folklore is usually correct, usual' 
ly a fairly accurate summation of local 
knowledge. Sometimes it is perhaps 
a little astray in detail, but is largely 
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a reliable source of knowledge on an 
enormous range of subjects, and would 
be a fertile field of research for any 
student of Norfolk and its ways. Agri¬ 
cultural practices are pragmatic appli¬ 
cations of the lore, with personal 
pride in one's produce being a neces¬ 
sary motivating drive. 

The various techniques of planting 
the sweet potato - the planting timing, 
the types of vine used, the available 
varieties to suit different purposes, 
and so on - are all well based in sci¬ 
entific method. Survival subsistence 
economies require a generally high 
regard for efficient systems, tailor 
made for the job at hand, their very 
nature ensuring good planning and 
execution. 

Folklore is significantly conservative 
in both senses of the word. To con¬ 
serve is not to want when tomorrow 
comes. The current middle-class 
concern for conservation is no more 
than a mundane necessity for the sub¬ 
sistence-level peasant farmer with an 
age-old tradition of conservation. In 
an age without refrigeration it is a 
daily requirement to plan well for 
tomorrow. Refrigeration permits us 
to be feckless in our food use and 
thoughtless of our diet. Without it, 
we must eat most of our foods fresh. 
The chore of preserving food by pick¬ 
ling and drying and bottling i£ a 
chore, usually engaged in only when 
the alternative is no food tomorrow. 

Before the advent of the chainsaw, 
the axe was the companion of the wood 
stove, a subject rich in local humour 
about how long is a piece of wood. 
Swinging an axe is work, and, human 
nature being human nature, a lot of 
food was eaten raw. High fibre diet 
was certainly the rage in times gone 
by as veil. 

In general the diet of the Islanders 
has in the past been well balanced. 

If it was a little monotonous at times, 
that was dependent on how much ef¬ 
fort was expended. The staple foods 
of banana, com, kumara, yam and 
taro suit the climate and grow well, 
with a minimum of labour and with 
a high carbohydrate food value. 

They are also excellent pig foods - 
and hens lay" reasonably well on the 
normal household scraps. Once again, 
a simple, rational and efficient al¬ 
location of resources, pigs and hens 
being among the most efficient of 
protein producers in terms of food 
conversion. 

Rock fishing also comes into this 
picture: low equipment inputs, gen¬ 
erally good production and an excel¬ 
lent source of protein for man and his 
animals. Rock fishing is also a high¬ 
ly pleasant way to enjay; the day, pos¬ 


sibly because cf being between the 

land and the sea, on a boundary layer 
of experiences. These experiences 
keep man in touch with.his surround¬ 
ings, as a part of his environment, 
in a natural, relaxed way. 

It would be very difficult for man 
to fish out his seas from the rocks off 
the coast. It seems that machines 
permit man to become exploitive. 
Without them he is powerless to in¬ 
flict lasting harm on the environment. 

But without machines, agriculture 
is very hard work. I treasure the days 
when I walked behind a horse scuf¬ 
fling potatoes, but I treasure my trac¬ 
tor more. This human contradiction 
gives intellectual arrogance to terms 
like self-sufficiency* I may espouse 
the aim, but I would rather have my 
tractor. And so it is for most of us. 
Self-help is a much more comfortable 
hal fway house, and is certainly 
more practical, than attempting com¬ 
plete self-sufficiency. 

Agriculture has been around for a 
long time. The convention is that it 
was the invention of woman, when 
some lazy (or more intelligent) lady 
companion of a busy hunter-and- 
gatherer began carting seeds from one 
nomadic site to another. How did 
she discover that for cassava to be 
made edible, a whole sequence of 
beating, washing, scrubbing and dry¬ 
ing must take place to get rid of the 
prussic acid? Was she also the first 
technologist? It is an immense step 
from planting seed to food processing. 

PLANT GROWTH is determined by a 
complex inter-relationship of several 
factors including water, temperature, 
sunlight, wind and site. The actual 
mechanism of the various factors is 
well enough understood, but the com¬ 
bined operation is not. The practical 
farmer, by shrewd observation and ex¬ 
perience, is as at least as knowledg- 
able about his plot of land as the 
academic. 

This is not to say that the profession¬ 
al agronomist is not of considerable 
value to the farmer. He is. But all 
wisdom does not reside in the univer¬ 
sities. The farmer should be conscious 
of this and act according to what his 
own local knowledge suggests. To be 
- fair to the professionals, they would 
be the first to acknowledge this. 

Environmental inter-relationships 
seem to be particularly complicated 
on Norfolk. I suspect this has some¬ 
thing to do with our size and shape, 
isolated in a very big ocean. There 
is a whole body of science about func¬ 
tions being ultimately determined by 
size and shape. Our broken plateau 
may be our environmental determin¬ 
ant. 


Site, aspect and shelter all interact 
with temperature and moisture. It is 
difficult to isolate the controlling fac¬ 
tor, if any, but it is probably shelter. 
Any housewife knows her chokos will 
just not thrive where there is wind 
though chokos may be an extreme ex¬ 
ample of wind susceptibility, they do 
exemplify what will or won't thrive on 
a.particular site. 

Next we come to moisture stress. 

For many summer months we are.in 
what is called moisture deficit, not 
all that different to writing cheques 
when you are in overdraught: that is, 
more going out than coming in. Dur¬ 
ing our extended dry periods a net 
loss from evapo/transpiration causes 
plant stress unless we have water re¬ 
serves otherwise available to the 
plant. In these conditions sunlight 
and temperature determine the plant's 
survival. 

Irrigation can be a fairly expensive 
way of solving this problem, particu¬ 
larly with today's fuel prices, unless 
you can use some cheaper power 
source such as windmills, rams or 
gravity. But as any compost garden¬ 
er knows there are alternatives. Com¬ 
post mulching of the earth's surface 
reduces plant stress by lowering the 
earth temperature and trapping the 
moisture. Black plastic is also use¬ 
ful for this purpose. * After hearing 
an ABC Science programme over 
VL2NI, I have been experimenting with 
large boulders^ do the same thing, 
and it seems to work. 

Aspect influences earth temperatures 
markedly. Any reasonably sheltered 
Easterly-facing slope will be warmer 
for longer than slopes facing other dir¬ 
ections, simply because it gets the 
sun first. 

A lot of the plants we grow are of 
tropical origin, and require warm earth 
temperatures. As examples, both 
kumaras and bananas do best when 
the earth temperature is over 21 degree 
during over half their life. 

Fertilisers. Although Norfolk soils are 
generally fertile, they do respond to 
fertiliser - particularly nitrogen and 
phosphate. Whether it is economic to 
fertilise is a different question, the 
answer to which is sometimes yes and 
sometimes no. If you wish to go to 
the bother of collecting cow manure yo; 
can probably get excellent results 
in the home garden but it would be a 
bit of a chore over a five-acre pad- 
dock. 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED ?est control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 























